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April 19: In a statement released by the Mexican Embassy in Washington, Mexican Attorney
General Enrique Alvarez del Castillo said joint anti-drug operations were "at risk" if it is determined
that US authorities participated in the April 3 capture of Dr. Humberto Alvarez Machain in
Guadalajara, and subsequent transport to El Paso, Texas. (See NotiSur, 04/24/90.) On the same
day, President Carlos Salinas de Gortari of Mexico criticized any effort by foreign governments to
conduct law-enforcement operations within Mexico's borders.
April 24: A recent issue of Mexican news magazine Proceso published the names of US Drug
Enforcement Administration agents in Mexico. The New York Times said the DEA was quite
concerned. The Washington Post described Proceso's decision to publish the names as an
"irresponsible act" that may threaten the agents' safety.
April 25: In Monterrey, state governor Jorge Trevino, and US consul John Bennet said the
breakdown in bilateral anti-drug cooperation is temporary.
April 26: Mexican officials who requested anonymity told the New York Times that four policemen
in Guanajuato state were arrested during the week, and were being questioned on the April 3
abduction. The policemen were said to have agreed to act as "bounty hunters" for the DEA. The
officials told the Times they also wanted to question the police officers about witnesses' statements
that "a gringo" directed and took part in the kidnapping.
Next, the officials said the Office of the Mexican Attorney General had detained two civilians
suspected of having helped arrange the airplane flight that took Alvarez to El Paso. Justice
Department officials in Washington have acknowledged that Mexican bounty hunters were
apparently responding to the offer of a reward by the US government for the apprehension of Dr.
Alvarez. In Mexico City, Vice President Dan Quayle met with President Carlos Salinas de Gortari.
At a press conference, Quayle said Salinas had "expressed to me his strong displeasure with the Dr.
Alvarez incident." Quayle said that Salinas told him that the Mexican government wants new rules
and agreements to govern future US-Mexican cooperation on drug investigations and arrests.
April 27: At a news briefing late Friday night, Mexican Attorney General Enrique Alvarez del
Castillo said Alvarez "may have had contact with narcotics traffickers" and laundered money
for Rafael Caro Quintero, convicted in 1989 of Camarena's murder. However, he said, "nothing
and nobody can justify the illicit manner in which he was not only detained but kidnapped and
transported to a foreign country." Alvarez del Catillo said the doctor was abducted from his medical
offices in Guadalajara by four men who identified themselves as members of the Mexican Judicial
Police. He was then driven to a neighboring state, held overnight in a hotel and forced to board a
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plane that took him to the US. Although the US and Mexico have an extradition treaty, Mexico City
practices a policy of not allowing its citizens to be extradited to the US. The attorney general said the
abduction was organized by Antonio Garate Bustamante, a former Mexican police officer, whom he
described as a self-styled agent or informer who has been sought by Mexican authorities since 1985.
He did not provide details of any earlier charges against Garate. Alvarez de Castillo said a warrant
has been issued for the arrest of Garate Bustamante and six others.
April 28: In a report by Notimex, for the first time in a decade, the US and Mexico will revise "the
rules of the game" in anti-drug cooperation efforts. The US government has reportedly accepted a
request by President Salinas in this regard in order to avoid repetition of incidents of questionable
legality. The US has insisted that no DEA agents were involved in the kidnapping. Notimex reported
that Antonio Garate Bustamante, an informer for the DEA based in Los Angeles, planned the
abduction and transport of Alvarez.
The Mexican Attorney General's office found that Mexican police who served as DEA informants
performed the abduction and delivery of Alvarez Machain to El Paso The Mexican Attorney
General's office said that former policeman Jorge Covarrubias Manriquez, arrested Saturday, said
he was told the kidnapping was a DEA operation and that he would receive $3,700. Covarrubias was
described as a leader of the group accused in the kidnapping, and is the seventh person arrested
by Mexican authorities for questioning. A meeting in New Mexico on May 3 between the US and
Mexican attorneys general, said Notimex, has been scheduled to discuss the Alvarez incident, and
perhaps to begin negotiations on the new rules of bilateral cooperation.
The Los Angeles Times reported that Garate Bustamante earns $4,000 per month from the DEA, and
is wanted in Mexico on several criminal charges since 1985. Garate was quoted as saying that Los
Angeles DEA agent Hector Berellez approved the kidnapping. Berellez heads a nine-member task
force investigating the torture and murder of DEA agent Enrique Camarena. Garate was quoted
as saying that he and nine Mexican nationals were promised $100,000 by the DEA to abduct Dr.
Alvarez and deliver him to DEA agents in El Paso. In a news release, the Mexican Foreign Ministry
said, "The Mexican government will immediately initiate the process for soliciting the extradition
of the people, whether Mexicans or foreigners, who participated in the execution, planning or
organization of the abduction." [Basic data from AFP, 04/26/90; Notimex, 04/24-28/90; New York
Times, 04/20/90, 04/27/90, 04/29/90; AP, 04/26/90, 04/28/90; Xinhua, 04/28/90; Prensa Latina (Cuba),
04/27/90]
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